
Dominoes: A Dynamic Commentary on the Epistle of Jude 

 

I am born to fight against innumerable monsters and devils. I must 
remove stumps and stones, cut away thistles and thorns and clear the 

wild forest. 

Martin Luther 

 

Chapter 2 

 

 As we see from the first 4 verses of Jude, he intended to write a letter 
about our common salvation. The dangerous situations he was hearing of in 

the various churches prompted him to write a completely different letter. He 
writes, now, urging the church to contend for the faith. 

 The word Jude uses for contend was originally the Greek word for 
stadium, a place where contests were held. Inside a stadium, an arena, 
struggles would take place between opponents. These games were intense and 

agonizing. From this same Greek root word, we get our word agony. An 
extensive effort that is put forth in the hopes of succeeding at something. In 

context, Jude is telling his readers to expend effort in contesting for the truth. 
He is urging them to get in the game, to become passionate about standing up 

for the purity of the church. He is urging her to expend energy in fighting for 
the truth and to agonize over the situation that they now find themselves in. 

 Since Jude is urging them to contend for the faith, it is only reasonable 

to ask the question – "what faith?" Jude uses the word faith as a noun, not a 
verb. By this term, he means the fullness of Christ's teachings. The whole 

body of doctrinal truths disclosed by Jesus and recorded by the apostles in 
Scripture. It includes the life-changing activity of God, conformity to its moral 

implications and complete obedience to Jesus. 

 This faith, Jude says, was once for all delivered to the saints. Jude says 
that it is complete. It is a settled and final body of saving truths. It exists in 

final form and is not subject to change. The foundational Christian doctrines 
are non-negotiable; there are no new truths to be discovered. This is what we 

are called to contend for.  

 Jude wants us to understand, as we move through his letter, that 

Christians cannot afford to go to sleep and allow un-truths to be carried into 



the church. As I stated earlier, tolerance of wrong leads to its establishment, 
entrenchment and eventual rule over the church. 

 We have to be ever vigilant and come to understand that Christ expects 
us to keep His bride, the church, pure and holy. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says: 

  16 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; 17 so that the man of God 

may be adequate, equipped for every good work. NASB 

 And 2 Timothy 2:15: 

  15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman 

who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth. 
NASB 

 

 Whenever we operate under the assumption that some doctrines are 

more important than others are, we make a grievous error. Each teaching from 
God not only has a special place in the Word, but also holds, like a bridge, 

other doctrines in place. That is why we must know what doctrines the Bible 
teaches, why they are important and how destructive wrong teaching can be. 
Listen to the amazement Paul expresses to the churches in Galatia who have 

fallen prey to destructive heresies: 

  
6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the 
grace of Christ, for a different gospel;7 which is really not another; only there are 

some who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even 
if we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to what 

we have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As we have said before, so I 
say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you 

received, he is to be accursed! NASB 
 
 God's truth was delivered to the apostles, who wrote it down for us. Any 

deviation from what they wrote, what they meant, leads people astray and is 
condemned very harshly by God. Why? Because salvation is at stake. 

Salvation is from the Lord alone, not baptism, communion, membership, 
works, etc. It is by grace alone (Ephesians 2:5,8) not by merit. To preach 

anything else is heresy and, if believed, will send people to hell, not heaven. 
 
 Too many people want a church to entertain them, not teach them. Too 

many people worry about whether or not a church has activities for children, 
youth or single adults instead of whether or not the truth is being taught. Too 

many people seek a church that offers choirs, youth groups, senior adult trips 



and the like but never ask what the belief system of the church is. Their idea 
of what is important is skewed. 

 God care very much what a church teaches. In the end, when you stand 
before the judgment seat of Christ, you will care too. I am amazed at how 

many people have left churches I have pastored to join churches who teach a 
way of salvation that is different from what Scripture teaches and they are fine 

with it. It both scares and saddens me that they are exposing their children 
and grandchildren to a system of false teaching that cannot save them. They 
want them to be entertained, to grow up with around other "Christian" kids 

and have fun but those other kids, if they follow the false teachings of those 
churches, are not Christian at all.  

 
 As an illustration of how pervasive the tolerance level is, even in sound, 

orthodox churches that teach the truth of salvation by grace alone, let me give 
you an illustration of a conversation I recently had. I was spending some time 
talking with a person whose spouse had made a confession of faith some years 

back but had never been baptized.  
 

 "Is it really important," they asked, "because, after all, she is saved." 
 "Yes." I answered. 

 "Why?" 
 "Because it was commanded by Jesus, exampled and modeled by Jesus 
and taught by Him. Since it was commanded, to not undergo baptism would 

be disobedience. Disobedience is a sin. Willful disobedience over a long period 
of time disturbs me. It breaks fellowship with God. A willfully disobedient 

person is acting outside of God's will. They cannot and will not be used by God 
when they are outside of fellowship with Him. If that person continues, never 

desiring to become obedient to the expressed desire of God, it is an indication 
to me that they were never regenerated by the Holy Spirit at all." 
 "Really?" 

 "Yes. That is why we hold baptism not just as a public declaration of 
conversion, but also as a prerequisite of church membership and participation 

in the Communion" 
 "Wait a minute," he said, "If my spouse isn't baptized she can't join your 

church?" 
 "That's right," I answered, "They are being disobedient. Why would we let 
a deliberately disobedient person join? We desire obedient members." 

 "And you wouldn't even let her take Communion?" 
 "No. A disobedient person needs to get right with God first. Now, if she 

desires baptism, I'll be happy to oblige. But disobedience in this area, in any 
area, is a big deal to God." 

 
 The issue was more than a belief about baptism. It touched on a matter 
of whether or not a person was going to be obedient to God or not. It is not up 

to us to pick and choose what commands we will and will not obey. We are 
commanded to love God with all of our heart, soul, strength and mind. He is 



Lord and Master. We cannot compromise. No matter what our feelings are 
about a particular person, we cannot compromise truth. If we truly love them, 

we will desire to see them become obedient disciples growing in Christian 
maturity, receiving the blessings of God on their life. The wife of the person I 

was talking to was a good friend of mine. It was a very hard thing for me to tell 
him that but I had her best interests at heart. It's not to be mean. It's not to 

act superior. It's to fulfill God's great commission as recorded in Matthew 
28:18-20: 
 

   

 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given 

to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age.” NASB 
 

 We are called to obey everything, even the hard stuff. No compromising, 
no ignoring, no indifference, just completely observing all the requirements 

God has placed on us. We are to contend for, fight for, vigorously defend the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints. That is what I am about, are you? 

 
 

 
 

STUDY GUIDE 

 
1. Jude writes his warning to the church out of a compelling love. What 

does compelling love look like? What risks does it call us to take? 
2. How vigilant is your church, how vigilant are you about keeping false 

teachings out of your church? 
3. God's Word, God's salvation transforms lives. The Holy Spirit in us 

transforms us. What does that say about a person who claims to be a 

Christian but whose life is still the same as it was before his professed 
conversion? 

4. Can one truly claim to be a follower of Christ while following their own 
agenda, their own desires? 

5. What is the difference, in a bible study, between "This is what this 
passage means to me," and " This is what God meant in this 
passage"? 

6. If a person is willfully disobedient to a clear command of Scripture for 
a long period of time, what may we infer about such a person? How 

should we treat them? 
7. What does Jesus mean, in Matthew 23, when he says the Pharisees 

"shut the kingdom of heaven in men's faces and you, yourselves will 
not enter in nor will you let in those who are trying to enter"? 



8. What lesson can we learn from Jesus' warning in Matthew 23 when 
he tells the religious leaders, "You trod over land and sea to win a 

single convert and when he becomes one, you make him twice as 
much a son of hell as you are"? 

 
 


