
Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His 

nature… Hebrews 1:3a 

 

Introduction 

I listened in disbelief to what I was hearing from one the senior deacons. 

It was one of the first opportunities I was able to schedule to sit down with him 

since being called as pastor. I wanted to know more about him and his 

spiritual journey. I was curious as to how he viewed his ministry role.  

I listened incredulously as he told me that he did not believe Jesus has 

led a completely sinless life. “Oh,” he said, “After His baptism, when He was an 

adult, He was sinless but not as a child. I just cannot believe that.” This 

statement wasn’t coming from a new convert. One exploring the claims of 

Christianity wasn't saying it. A person who was supposed to be a leader in our 

church made this statement. It shocked me. I wondered how, with his doubt of 

the sinlessness of God’s Son, this person could have been ordained as a 

deacon. I also wondered if his belief was isolated or if others in positions of 

leadership also had doubts about some of our most basic doctrinal beliefs. 

As I had the opportunity to speak with other church leaders in the 

following weeks, I discovered a whole array of beliefs incompatible with the 

doctrinal statements of our church. One believed that following salvation there 

was never any need to ask forgiveness from God again, while yet another 

believed in evolution. I also began to see that these and other beliefs had been 

disseminated among the body through their teachings in Sunday School, cell 

groups and other venues. The result was a church that professed on paper to 

be orthodox, but who was in practice an amalgamation of different beliefs.  

I realized that the members of the church I had been called to pastor did 

not realize that every doctrine stands like a row of dominoes. They did not 

realize that when one doctrine falls it causes a chain reaction that topples each 

of the others. I vowed that day to make sure that those I had the responsibility 

to shepherd would understand why doctrinal truths were so important and 

how they are interconnected. 

As the years have gone by, I have become concerned that ignorance of 

the dependency of doctrines on each other infects more than just members of 

my church. I believe that there are three main culprits that have contributed to 

this demise: 



1) The influence of false teaching from television, radio and mass 

media 

2) The demise of cohesive, biblical teaching in our churches 

3) Laziness on the part of God’s Shepherds to feed their members 

the meat of God’s Word and not just the milk. 

The epistle of Jude is very important in that it shows us the dangers of 

allowing those with false beliefs to hold positions within the church. Jude 

stresses contending for the faith and gives example after example of how false 

teachers undermine the very word of God.  

In my discussion with the deacon who did not believe that Jesus was 

sinless during childhood, I posed some questions to him. “Do you not realize,” I 

asked, “That if Jesus was not sinless then He could not have been an 

appropriate sacrifice for sin on the cross? Do you not understand that if Christ 

was not sinless then no one has ever paid the sin debt we all owe and salvation 

is not yet possible?”  I was met by a blank stare and then his floundering 

defense came. “Well, He wasn’t the Christ until the Spirit descended on Him at 

His baptism. From that point on He was chosen to be the sinless Lamb.” 

Now I understood where he has gotten his belief system. He believed in 

the age-old heresy of dynamic monarchianism, sometimes called adoptionism.  

Pretty much, this belief states that Jesus was an ordinary man in whom God 

placed His divine power (or adopted) at His baptism. The originator of this 

heresy was Theodotus of Constantinople who was excommunicated for 

teaching this in AD 198 and the Council of Antioch formally condemned the 

belief system in AD 268. 

The subtle implications of such a belief are damning. One who holds to 

such a belief cannot believe that Jesus was fully God, nor could He be eternally 

God. It also means that Christ was not completely the same as the rest of 

humankind because, to some degree, God’s Spirit indwells all believers. We 

then have a Jesus who is not fully God yet not fully man, as we are. We have a 

different Jesus altogether than the one Scripture proclaims. We have a unique 

man becoming a god rather than God becoming a man. The difference is 

eternal.  

At stake is a belief in a God who became like us in order to redeem us to 

Himself. At stake is a belief in a God who loved His creation and who went to 

extreme lengths to save it. At stake is a belief in a God with ultimate 



compassion, ultimate pity, and ultimate love. It degenerates greatly the Christ 

of Philippians 2:5-11 and leaves us no way of salvation. 

When one truly breaks down a person’s belief on this, you find that this 

doctrine denies that Jesus pre-existed the Virgin Birth. Indeed, it makes a 

belief in the Virgin Birth unnecessary. It denies that Jesus eternally existed. It 

comes very close to the belief system of the Jehovah Witnesses that Jesus was 

created by God and not divine Himself.  

To believe that Jesus did not become the Christ until His baptism and 

that He was not responsible for any sins committed prior to His baptism is 

simply ludicrous. On what basis did God forgive those sins committed by Jesus 

in His youth? Divine Fiat? Then why aren’t our sins forgiven the same way? 

Why was the cross necessary? 

An understanding of the crucial doctrine of the Virgin Birth will allow a 

person to understand the process of salvation. The parallels between the two 

are not accidental. God used the Virgin Birth of Jesus to illustrate for us the 

process of salvation. Let me explain. 

The Virgin Birth starts with God approaching humanity, not humankind 

approaching God. The same is true of salvation. Salvation is God reaching 

down to man, not man reaching up to God. The fact of Mary being a virgin 

obviously disqualifies her from any active part in the conception of Jesus. The 

Bible goes to great pains to tell us that Joseph did not know her sexually until 

after the birth of Jesus. Just as Mary was acted on by the Holy Spirit to bring 

forth new life, so in salvation, the Holy Spirit acts upon us and a new life is 

brought forth. 

In the Virgin Birth, all human autonomy was set aside. Joseph was not 

consulted until Mary is already pregnant. Jesus is not born of a husband's will 

or action but by God.  Joseph's only role is to provide for Mary and the Child 

after His birth. Mary, through the angel Gabriel, is told that she has been 

elected by God to be the mother of the Messiah. She is told that God has 

chosen her. She is told that the Holy Spirit will overshadow her and she will 

conceive a son. Her permission is never asked. She receives the word and 

believes but this belief is not of her, but strength given to her by the Lord. She 

becomes the pattern for our faith. 

It is not through our self-will or free-will that we are born from above. We 

are elected, chosen to salvation just as Mary was chosen, elected to be Jesus' 

mother. As she was sanctified through her calling so are we. God sanctifies us. 



We receive Jesus by faith, belief, but God gives this faith to us, it isn't 

produced by our own efforts.  

The Virgin Birth is important because it shows the consistency of a 

Sovereign God who elects things to happen and by His might, what He ordains 

comes to pass. The sovereignty of God is not merely that He has the power and 

the right to rule all things, but that God actually does so, without any 

exceptions at all. God is not a beggar, wringing His hands and pleading 

helplessly, hoping sinners will decide to choose Him. He is a God who both can 

save and who does save whom He chooses.  

While there are many other aspects of the Virgin Birth that are worth 

exploring, I trust that just this one part of the doctrine highlights how 

interrelated they all are. The same holds true about the doctrine of Jesus 

eternally existing, not coming into existence 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem. 

Do you begin to see how interconnected doctrines are? To deny that 

Jesus was sinless from birth is to deny that He is God because God cannot sin. 

It is a belief that Jesus was not the Divine Son of God come down in human 

form but a mere man raised to great heights by the power of God. Such a view 

misses the whole point of the gospel message. Humanity could not save 

himself. It took God Himself to extricate us from our sinful state. He did this by 

sending His Son to be born of the Virgin Mary, to illustrate from day one how 

this salvation would come about.  

This false view of Jesus sinning as a child or young man has found a 

home in many churches through the influence of the New Age movement, 

though most of its adherents would be shocked if they were accused of 

following New Age teachings. 

Many liberal scholars through the ages, such as Rudolph Bultmann, 

have adopted a form of dynamic monarchianism and passed their teachings on 

to thousands of seminary students who have not been trained in discerning 

truth from falsehood.  

The rejection of just one of the doctrines concerning Jesus Christ affects 

all of the others. To believe that one can pick and choose which ones are 

important and reject others as unnecessary is the height of absurdity. We do 

not have a salad bar religion in which we can make a spiritual meal out of 

whatever on the menu we like. Instead, doctrines are  elaborate recipes, which 

turn out wrong if just one ingredient is missing.  



Personally, I get annoyed when I hear people talk about critical doctrines 

and secondary doctrines. I understand that most of them mean those essential 

to the orthodox meaning of salvation but I fear that there is a lack of 

understanding in how doctrines fit together. Biblical teachings do not occur in 

isolation from each other. They precede from God the Father and are of 

importance to Him since He is the one who related them to us. 

What might not seem as crucial to the faith as other, weightier doctrines 

can, upon close observation, be seen as foundational, supporting or even 

clarifying. By approaching Scripture with the viewpoint that all doctrinal 

teaching fit together just as the parts of the body do, we can begin to see the 

whole council of God. 

So it is with the belief about the sinlessness of Jesus throughout His 

entire life and so it is with the other doctrines to follow. We will begin our study 

of Jude with his appeal to contend for the truth of Scripture at all costs. 



 


